CLINICAL MEDICINE
Image Diagnosis: A Gastric Signet-Ring Adenocarcinoma of Type Linitis Plastica Mimicking Splenomegaly in a Patient with Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia
DISCUSSION
Typically, adenocarcinoma of type linitis plastica (LP), known as Brinton disease or leather bottle stomach, is characterized by diffuse infiltration of neoplastic signet-ring cells with significant desmoplastic response. 1 This imparts a rigid consistency to the stomach wall, with a thickened, fibrotic appearance. In our patient, the firm consistency of his stomach, along with its location, shape, and characteristic downward movements with deep breaths, mimicked the appearance of an enlarged spleen. The computed tomography scan was a definitive test that demonstrated an abnormal stomach but stable spleen size.
Gastric cancer occurs rarely in association with CLL. 2 To our knowledge, gastric LP, which represents 7% to 10% of gastric adenocarcinomas in its typical "signet-ring" form, 3 has not been reported in conjunction with CLL. Patients with LP of the stomach typically show very poor response to chemotherapy or combination radiation/chemotherapy [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] and have a dismal prognosis with a 5-year survival of 3% to 12%. 3, 5, 7 In a presentation such as this, one might ordinarily assume spleen enlargement in a patient with known CLL. However, our case of gastric LP stresses the importance of considering other causes for an abdominal mass. v
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